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Yemen entered into the inheritance of both.35 Colonies of
Arabs and Jews settled in the early centuries of the Christian era
in Ceylon and Southern India. The Greeks and Romans had
a considerable trade with the eastern coast. A large number of
coins of the Roman Emperors have been discovered in
Coimbatore ; the Greeks knew Kalkhoi, the modem Kayal ;
Ptolemy mentions Uraiyur,00 the ancient capital of the Cholas ;
and Greek and Roman ships were mostly manned by Arabs.
Arab merchants passed along the Coromandel coast on their
way to China, where remains of pre-Muslim Arabs are still found
at Canton.37 According to Mr. Cust, " unquestionably the
continuous existence of a commerce between Yemen and South
India can be asserted from a very remote period."38
The Muslims inherited the legacy of the pagan Arabs. The
usual route39 from the ports of Arabia or the Persian Gulf to
China passed through the seven seas among which were the
Gulf of Palk and the Bay of Bengal, known to the Arabs as
Schelahath or Kalahabar and Kerdenj. Sulaiman and Abu Zaid
Sirafl, in the ninth century, and Mas'udf, early in the tenth,
describe the route and the occurrences in these seas, as if they had
been perfectly well known for a long time. Numerous voyagers
must have passed along this way and a great deal of commercial
intercourse must have been kept up between the Muslim lands
and India, for already in the eighth century there was a numerous
colony of Muslims established in Canton whose revolt in
758 A.D. created a serious commotion.40
Their principal settlement on   the   east   coast   was   Kayal'
pattanam in Tinnevelly district, near the mouth of the Tamrapami
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